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jj^er-., when ho who was nominally Christ's Vicegerent upon
earth, wan utterly impotent to restrain the current of iniquity,
(jven if ho had had the inclination to do so; when the morals
of both pi iests and people were at the lowest ebb; and
uheii the better part of humanity who had the fear of God
before their cjTes trembled, lest the crash of doom should
burst upon the world. It is no marvel then in such
times aw these if \\e should read nothing* of deaconesses,
and the conclusion that we draw from the case being, as it
wtands, is this : No argument as to the growth and development
uf ihe ChnVtian Church rendering deaconesses unnecessary,
c,m !>e drawn from the fact that their name perishes iu
Chrktian records before the tenth century. JNay, rather their
absence fiom the rolls of the Church is only one additional
indication of its lifeless lethargy and abnormal state. For.
it is to be observed that as soon as ever the Church begins
again to show signs of vitality, deaconesses re-appear in a
form consonant with the fashion and spirit of the age, but still
in such a shape that we can clearly identify them as endea-
vouring to fulfil, according to their opportunities and light, the
objects of their original institution. Far be it from us to
quarrel with HiJdebraud on every count, and to sa,y, as some
aie found to do, that he was a species of Anti-Christ, an oppo-
nent of all righteousness, a tyrant, an oppressor, an initiator of
a soul-destroying system which contradicts nature, and makes
nothing but hypocrites, liars and impostors, who pretend to bo
able to uphold the world, but only make it more grovelling and
debased through the deception that they palm off upon it, and
tiio shams and cheats and jugglings which they exhibit
bofore its eyes. The fact is, Hildebrand, in our view of
him, was * an earnest, enthusiastic, and devoted reformer, who
keenly realized the evils of his time, and was most anxious to
battle with them and subdue them. It may be quite true
that his system is false to human nature, and therefore cannot
possibly stand the lapse of a great length of time ; but it is very
questionable "whether at the period in which lie lived, it was
not the only possible means of stopping the overflowing
stream of iniquity, and giving it a turn in the right direction.
The only chance for habitual drunkards is total abstinence, and
so the only chance for the Christian world in Hildebrand's time,
was a re-enaction of some severe system winch might resemble
the Mosaic Law in its strictness and decidedly prohibitive cha-
racter. Positive Gospel precepts had lost their force in the
general Kceuco. " Thou shalt not!" was again to be the order of